COASTAL BIRDS

.Th-:n: are mere than 123 species of birds, madnly waterfowl,
water irds, and raptors that sely onthe Long [sland Soond
eatuary system for food and habiiat. Bird popolations inand
near the Scund vary seazonally, In winter, birders delight at large
congentriions of mergangers, scaups, scoters, mallards, Black
ducks, loong, eormorants, and Canada geese. Spring brings the
anmial migration of & wide vartety of plovers, terns, sandpipers,
walerfowl, herons, egrets, and songhinds, During the summer
micniths, bBirds are busy tending their nests and young, Fall, once
again, brings masses of birds migrating along the coast en their
way to southem wintering grounds.

Osprey Nesting Adults (sprey Nesting Adults

Ospreys are [sh-gating birds of prey that live theoughout e

world, The availahility of fsh, water conditions, and healih of the m{]n i . .
enviranment directly altects the healh, reproduction, and nesting + [l hestig il Wit eslimg s Toal (LAY
suceess of the Sound’s asprev population, Ospreys are imporiant mn

indigators of the health and integrity of the Scund, since they are
high in the maring and coastal foed wel,

The osprey population around Long lsland Sond (el sharply ,E-’
during the 19505 and 19608 dwe 10 the elfecs of pesticides, particn- E
larly YT, Sinee the ban on DT, which oceurred during the

19705, and the plecement of nesting platforms in wetlands all along

the Sound, the asprey population has been making a recovery. E[][] 3

Piping Plover Nesting Adults WE N BN N B
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Fiping plovers arg small shorebirds that nest on beaches, often
with least tems. Their nesting and reproduction are threstened by
haman intrusion, storm tides, and predatoes, Since profection and
monitering efforis bagan in 1984, nesting suceess has improved,
resyliing in moee retuming adulis in subsequent years, The piping
plonver was given federal threatened species status in 19546,

Least Tem Nesting Adults
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Least Tern Populations 25l

The least tern is likely o be seen gronnd the Sound from bay
torgarly Augnst, They werg lnmted to pear-extinetion for the hat
trade in the 18005, Mumbers reboynded after hunting was banned.
More recently, disturbances, losg of habita, and habitat degrada-
thom are alfecting the population of lesst werns in the Sound area.
The least teen pomulation Mectuzied over the last [fieen years,
with relatively lower mumbers pregsent during the late 19803 and
the early 19450s. Olverall, hebween 1985 and 19497, there has been
no staistically significant teend. [l

ansk tems have Boon on the rebound froa an all-tbmae oo of
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